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withdrawal. In 1812 Russia kept a bit of Moldavia, Bessarabia,
to the left of the Danube. On her withdrawal in 1834 she im-
posed Roumanian hospodars of her own choosing and left in
force the organic regulation of 1831, drawn up in each principality
under the direction of the Russian authorities by an assembly of
boiars and bishops.

In both principalities political life was still rudimentary. The
only cities were the two residences of the hospodars, Jassy in
Moldavia and Bucharest in Wallachia, and the trading ports on
the Danube and the Pruth. The population was composed al-
most entirely of peasants, settled in the great plains; the forest-
covered mountains were practically uninhabited. The land was
divided into great estates of 400 to 8000 hectares (1000 to 20,000
acres), belonging tt> the nobles, very few of whom, especially in
Wallachia, resided on their estates, but left them in the hands of
overseers. The peasants were therefore only tenants, cultivat-
ing from father to son a lot which their lord gave them in return
for labour on the part of the estate reserved to himself. This
labour, fixed officially at 12 days in 1831, was often trebled in
practice. The peasants lived in wretched huts grouped in vil-
lages, with almost no furniture, for they could have saved nothing
from pillage in that open country, constantly traversed by Rus-
sian and Turkish armies.* All public life was centred in the
capitals, where the nobles flocked to the hospodar's court to
spend their income. Bucharest had already a population of
100,000, palaces, theatres, newspapers, and carriages. It was an
oasis of French civilization set in a Slavic and Oriental waste;
for the Roumanians, a nation of Romanic language, were drawn
toward France; their nobles learned to speak French and im-
ported their luxuries and literature from Paris. Political inter-
est was furnished chiefly by the boiars' complaints against the
hospodars, whom they accused of despotic government

It was the French revolution of 1848 that awoke the principal-
ities to political life. The Roumanian nobles, in their admiration
for France, followed the example of Paris. The nobles of Mol-
davia demanded a constitution from their hospodar Stourdza,

* Von Moltke, who saw Wallachia in 1835, described it as a desert plain,
showing neither castles, bridges, mills, inns, gardens, nor trees; not even
villages, for these are hidden and formed of low huts. The people are
unarmed and bow down before any well-dressed man, In the houses
there are neither dishes, furniture, nor provisions; the Wallachian carries
his knife, pipe, and tobacco on his person, leaving nothing in his house.